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IRENE SO AND RBC DOMINION SECURITIES HELP “POTENTIAL” YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS GET A HEAD START

TORONTO, Irene So, Vice President/RBC Dominion Securities is taking a personal approach to helping budding young entrepreneurs by launching the IRENE SO/RBC DOMINION SECURITIES YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR’S START-UP AWARD. The award comes at a time when Canada’s youth unemployment is high and self-employment is fast becoming the most popular choice among youth in Canada. Ms. So’s award differentiates itself from other awards in that it is awarded to a “potential” young entrepreneur, and not one already accomplished. The award is designed to motivate young Canadians and instill a competitive and entrepreneurial nature within them, while encouraging them to go through the learning process of practical business planning.
Ms. So herself states, “Corporations today have been left with the burden of alleviating youth unemployment. I have always felt that whatever possible, individuals and professionals must also make a contribution, over and above our corporation’s involvement, to nation’s future generations. It is my hope that my award will challenge and encourage others in my field to make their own initiatives to assist Canada’s youth.”
The winner of the IRENE SO/RBC DOMINION SECURITIES YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR’S START-UP AWARD will receive a complete prize package, which will help them to launch their new business. This package will include items such as a computer, printing for brochures and business cards and mentoring. Irene So will personally act as a mentor for the winner of this award. There will also be a cash prize component to the award.
The award is targeted towards youth (between the ages of 18 to 29) that can present an outstanding business plan which shows innovations, creativity and which is financially viable. The application procedure will be posted as of October 31, 1997 on a website designed specifically for this award, with the website address being advertised throughout the months of November and December of 1997. Print collateral will be available for individuals that do not have web access. Adjudication will be executed by a panel of judges, which will include individuals with financial and marketing backgrounds, in addition to accomplished young entrepreneurs. The cut-off date for entries is January 31, 1998. Awarding of the prize will occur in April 1998.
Irene So is a Vice President and Associate Portfolio Manager with an exceptionally strong background in the areas of portfolio and securities analysis. Ms. So has a Bachelor of Commerce from McMaster University and a Master of Business Administration (MBA) from the University of Toronto. She is a Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) and has a Certified Management Accountant (CMA) designation.
“Entrepreneurship is a valuable spirit that can apply in any business situation, regardless of whether you work for yourself or not. It’s about taking charge of your future and bringing a number of skills to the table, whether they be in your own business or someone else’s. The workplace today is more competitive than ever and youth need to understand that one skill set alone, is no longer enough to succeed.”
Irene So, Vice President/RBC Dominion Securities
Promotion and administration for this event is managed by JUSTIN POY MEDIA, a national full service advertising and marketing agency based in Toronto.

